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: I.—Foreren POLITIcs., 


he 3rd March gives a Bengali version of Mr. Bennett's 
The Samay ca letter in the Con agora’ Review on the fight at 
The doings of British troops at Omdurman and says:— 
seemuiee2s We have been struck dumb on reading Mr. 
Bennett’s letter. We did not know before that civilised English troops, led by, 
and acting under the direct control of, civilised English Generals, could com- 
mit such inhuman atrocities on conquered foes, 
9 The Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide of the 4th March writes:—- 
An alliance, so goes the rumour, has been secretly 
The alleged Russo-Afghan slli- made between Russia and Afghanistan. A Russian 
— paper, however, denies that any such alliance has 
been made. In fact, there is, in its opinion, no necessity of making a secret 
alliance with a petty State which was once under the Russians for a long 
time. Since the last Afghan war the Russians have so much hated the 
Afghansthat even Russian merchants do not now enter Afghanistan. So long as 
Sir Salter Pyne was in Afghanistan, Amir Abdur Rahman Khan was on friendly 
terms with the English, but when Sir Salter Pyne left Kabul, things in 
Afghanistan assumed a different aspect. ‘The Amir having acquired more 
military power has now openly declared that Afghanistan is not under the 
subjection of any other power. | 
It is no wonder that the Amir should think so. The fact is, the Afghans 
generally think that British India is under Afghanistan, because the Afghans 
every year receive from the English money and a good many other things, 


II.— Hom ADMINISTRATION, 
(a) —Police. 


3. The Som Prakash of the 6th February says that two dacoities were 
committed recently in the course of a single night 
and by the same gang in Jagaja in the Howrah dis- 
trict, a village only four miles from the sadar 
station and very near the villages Santragachi and Sibpur, where there are 
police outposts. The dacoits have not yet been apprehended, though they 
might have been arrested on the spot, if somebody had brought prompt infor- 
mation to the outposts or the sadar police while the dacoities were being 
committed. It is also said that dacoities were recently committed in another 
village in the same district—Penihijili, only six to eight miles from Howrah 
town. In this case, too, the offenders have not yet been traced. It is a 
wonder that dacoities can be committed with impunity in villages so near 
the metropolis of India. The police authorities ought to enquire through 
whose fault this state of things prevails. The Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors 
of the district police ought to be made accountable for this recrudescence of 
crime 
4. The Charu Mihir of the 27th February writes as follows :— 

We have become tired of writing about murders, 
— dacoities and oppressions on women. And it is 
not the district of Mymensingh alone which has acquired a bad name for the 
prevalence of these crimes, but the other districts, too, are far from enjoying 
perfect security of life, property and honour. We cannot, of course, say 
that Government is indifferent to the preservation of peace and order in the 
country. Norare the strength and power of the police inadequate for the 

urpose. The police of India are not recruited from the Polynesian islands. 
t consists of Kuropeans in the higher ranks and of natives of India in the 
lower. The police, therefore, consists for the most part of the children of the 
soil. It is certain that crime would not have been so rampant, if these native 
officers, bt fill adhe lower ranks, had been keenly alive to their duty and 
responsibility. But the impression is gainin ound that i 
thief is the friend of the chara idee. . '= 7 ee 
Though the country is losing its power in many directions, the power and 
prestige of the zamindar are still as great as ever. And the zamindar can 
render effective help in putting down crime. The zamindar must know all 
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about the bad characters in his zamindari, and he or his men should be able 
to keep the majority of them under rigorous control. Those badmashes who 
commit crimes «gain and again may be exiled by their zamindars from their 
estates, and when they find that they can get shelter nowhere, they will per. 
force control their own evil instincts, and become law-abiding men. 

But in order to effect this reform, the zamindars must make some sacrifice, 
It is well known that mahals in which bajye mukadammas (criminal cases heard 
and disposed of by the zamindars themselves) are very prevalent and which 
therefore pay large sums of money as fines to the zamindar, can be leased out 
at a great profit, By checking crime, zamindars will, of course, be deprived 
of this source of income. — 

The absenteeism of zamindars has done more than anything else to 
encourage crime and criminals. The amla of such landowners have more to 

ain than to lose by fomenting trouble and encouraging crime. Whole 
villages have been ruined by the unscrupulous conduct of the amla of absentee 
landholders. 

5. Two cases of fraudulent recruitment of coolies have come to the notice 
of the Hitavadi of the 3rd March. T'wo women, 
Manada and Kshiroda, lately came to Debrugarh 
as coolies recruited for the Greenwood tea-garden. They told the Deputy 
Commissioner that they had been fraudulently recruited as coolies by wily 
arkatis. One of them, Manada, said that she was a resident of Kanchannagar 
in the Burdwan district, was a Brahman by caste, and had parents and husband 
at home. The other woman, Kshiroda, said that she was a resident of Purulia, 
and the Civil Surgeon said that she appeared to be under 16 years. The 
Deputy Commissioner has sent them both to the tea-garden and has also caused 
an enquiry to be made into their case. The Deputy Commissioner has clearly 
done wrong by sending the two women to the tea-garden, when it could be 
easily judged from their appearance that they belouged to respectable families, 
and when the Civil Surgeon declared one of them to be under 16. 

6. The same paper writes as follows: — 

: | On the 1|th February last, the Assistant Engi- 
anf oe Assistant Engineer, Rengal neer of the Bengal and North-Western Railway 
nd North-Western Railway. , . : 

was out on inspection duty. In course of his 
inspection, he paid a visit to the house of the Railway Police Sub-Inspector. 
The Sub-Inspector was then away, the Head Constable being left in charge of 
the ¢thana. The Engineer entered the inner compartment of the house where 
the Sub-Inspector’s family lived, in spite of the protest of the Sub-Inspector’s 
son. ‘The Engineer first entered the place where cooking had been done, and 
all the cooked food had to be thrown away and the family had to remain 
without food. The Engineer next forcibly entered the zanana and abused 
the Head Constable and the eldest son of the Sub-Inspector when they pro- 
tested against his conduct. The Sub-Inspector has complained to the authori- - 
ties against the Engineer’s conduct, but nothing has so far been done in ‘the 
matter. This is no doubt very bad. Ifa native had entered the house of a 
European in this way a hue and cry would have been raised and the Anglo- 
Indian community would have called for a severe punishment of the culprit. 
7. The Sanjivanit of the 7 March complains that the Calcutta Police ? 
me “mage _ making secret enquires to ascertain the names, ad- 
ae ren vores eee dresses, domestic condition, &c., of Babu Rama- 
kanta Ray and two other Bengalis who have gone to Japan for education. Why 
this enquiry ? Does the Government think that these Bengalis have gone to 
Japan with any sinister object in view—to conspire, for instance, with the 
Japan Government, or to furnish themselves with military training with the 
object of driving the English out of thiscountry. Let us assure the Govert- 
ment as well as the public that the Bengali gentlemen in question have gone to 
Japan with a peaceful object in view. It is a pity that there should be officials 
in this country who are always dreaming of sedition. The more you try to 
convince them that there is no sedition, no treason in the country, the more 
confirmed do they become in ther suspicion. What a pity ! 
9. The Hindi Bangavast of the 6th March complains of Kabuli oppression 
Kabuli oppression in Bengal, | 12 Bengal. These Kabulis every year come from 
Kabul and go about the country, hawking their 


Fraudulent recruitment of coolies. 


= Fee ee 


waerlCteUr lh COO lOOlUhLhSETelCU Lh 


a ee a eS Ce a 


i 


— a a well OCUlCUCUCUCUCUCUhCOhlhCUhUh[CUCUNC 


—~ ww 


= 


Oe A ce a ed on 


( 169 ) 


- {hey buy bad and damaged goods at cheap prices and sell them 
ag a Bea! at exorbitant prices. If the villagers fail to pay them 
at the appointed time, they commit every sort of outrage and oppression on 


them. The village police is not so strong as to keep these Kabulis in check 


‘llagers out of their difficulty. It is hoped that the Govern- 
only wit babs ales ry a stop to this Kabuli oppression in the mufassal. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


shar of ‘the 27th February says that when Mr. Roe, 
So Magistrate of Mvinndaghs, went on the 23rd Feb- 
The Magistrate of Mymensingh. J ary Jast to inspect the establishment of copyists 
in the Collectorate, he found Babu Bipin Chandra Lahiri, an apprentice, in the 
room, and asked him his name and his business there, But before the man could 
answer, the Magistrate caught hold of him by the hand and gave him a push 
slap. 
08 Such rude behaviour can be expected only of hot-headed young men 
who have no education and who are blinded by the pride of power. Mr. Roe is 
not an uneducated man, nor is one inclined to call him a man blinded b 
pride of office. His ungentlemanly conduct is, therefore, attributable agg: | 
to his youth. But, the highest executive officer of a district as he is, suc 
conduct on his part cannot be too much regretted. After what was said 
regarding his recent behaviour at Sherpur, everybody expected that he would 
not be again guilty of rudeness. But his treatment of Bipin Chandra has 
disappointed his well-wishers and proved the inadvisability, of placing raw 
young men in charge of districts. Incivility in the officials makes the people 
lose their respect for the administration, and it is hoped Sir John Woodburn 
will take notice of Mr. Roe’s conduct. 


10. A correspondent of the Sansodhini of the Ist March says that for a 

) long time complaints have been heard against the 

CLite frst Subordinate Judge of first Subordinate Judge of Chittagong. He does 
iat not look carefully into the ron of the lower 
Courts, and sometimes his orders are a foregone conclusion. At times he writes 
out his judgments on the basis of facts supplied by the pleaders of the parties. 
The pleaders are very much dissatisfied with his mode of dispensing justice in 
Small Cause Court sui's and would like to have such suits tried by the Sadar 
Munsif rather than by him. His treatment of the senior pleaders is at times dis- 
courteous and of the junior pleaders damaging to their profession. His 


conduct in the matter of issuing commissions is also very queer. The people of : 


Chittagong are not, in fact, getting from him that justice, courtesy and 
impartial treatment which they would expect from a judicial officer. It is, 


therefore, proper that the District Judge should move the High Court for his 
transfer from the place, 


11. The Hitavadi of the 3rd March thus comments on the death of a mali 

alleged to have been caused by Lance-Corporal 

AP ac its of Lance-Corporal Milton belonging to the Gloucestershire Regiment 
stationed in Fort William :— 

Lance-Corporal Milton pushed a mali in Fort William and the mali fell down 
and died from the effects of the injuries he received two days after. Lately, 
the Coroner held an enquiry in the case, but the so interpreted the case in his 
charge to the jury that they were compelled to declare Milton “not guilty.” 
The deceased was suffering from chronic enlargement of liver and spleen and 
was on the day of the occurrence talking to some of his friends, when Milton 
and a few other soldiers poe by him. Milton ordered the natives to move 
aside. The deceased did not move and was pushed by the Lance-Courporal, 
This push proved to be the cause of the mali’s death. Judging from the circum- 
stances of the case, the jury would have been quite justified in declaring Milton 
guilty, but the Coroner's charge was against their bringing in such a verdict. 

‘The Lance eee said the Coroner, in his charge to the jury, ‘‘ was 
perfectly justified, under the circumstances, in giving a slight push.” The 
accused, however, said in his deposition that the ground on which the deceased 
fell down was very hard, rough and stony. This being the case, Milton ought 
to have known that a push was most likely to end fatally in the case of a weak 
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and diseased person like the deceased. Milton said that the push given by him 


slight, but what was a slight push in his opinion might prove a fatal 
sad ta the aie ofa sickly man like the deceased. It is impossible to believe 
that a weak and diseased native like the poor mais willingly delayed in movi 
away. The delay in his moving away was no doubt due to his infirmity 
ciaaibliedl and the Lance-Corporal ought not to have pushed him without giving 
him time to move away. If Europeans in this country looked upon natives 
as human beings, such painful occurrences would not take place. It is because 
offending Europeans are not punished for oppression committed by them upon 
natives that they are growing more and more reckless and ‘oppressive. 

12. The Sarjivani of the 4th March writes as follows : -- 

Mr. Ross, a tea- planter of Hailakandi in Cachar, 

See ee has been charged with murder and some villagers 
of Mohanpur have been charged with theft and rioting. Both these cases have 
arisen out of the same occurrence, and the accused in both the cases have been 
released on bail. Lately, however, the Deputy Commissioner of Hailakandi 
bas calied upon the accused in the theft case to give fresh bail, but no fresh 
bail has been demanded from the accused in the murder case. This is strange. 
But something more strange than this has happened in connection with the 
case. The defendant in the murder case has retained almost all the members 
of the Hailakandi bar. The complainant asked the Court’s permission to — 
retain the Government Pleader, but this request was rejected. The complainant 
then applied for time to bring a pleader from Sylhet or Dacca. This applica- 
tion too was rejected. The complainant lastly applied for the postponement 
of the case in order that he might move the High Court, and the application 
was reluctantly granted. 

13. The same paper complains that the Joint-Magistrate of Dacca has 
rejected 90 per cent. of the applications for 
licenses for fire-arms. Babu Ruplal Das, a rich 
and well-known zamindar of Dacca, was one of the applicants, but his applica- 
tion too has been rejected. Ruplal Babu appealed to the Commissioner, who 
says that he has no power to interfere in the matter. This rejection of appli- 
cations has given rise to various rumours, according to one of which the Joint- 
Magistrate bas been influenced by the Nawab Bahadur of Dacca in this matter. 
It is said that the Nawab Bahadur does not like that people should kill game 
in the jungle in Begunbari. This rumour, of course, should not be given any 
credence. ‘The rejection of passes is sure to increase the ravages of wild 
animals. 

14. The Bharat Mitra of the 6th March writes as follows with reference 

to the death of a ma/i in Fort Wiiliam :— 
“ie. case of Lanco-Corporal There was a gardener in Fort William, named 

Nabi Khan. On Sunday, the 12th February last, 
two European soldiers, Milton and Williams, were walking in the Fort compound 
when they came across several natives. All the natives with the exception of 
Nabi Khan made way for the soldiers. Nabi Khan was pushd by Milton and 
felldown and died. The case was enquired into by the Coroner and he in his 
charge to the jury observed that the push given by Milton was slight, but, as Nabi 
Khan was weak and ill and suffering from enlargement of the spleen, he died 
from the effects of this little push. It was no fault of Milton that the mali died. 
Yes, it was no one’s fault that Nabi Khan died; he was destined to die. It is 
well that natives should fall down and die in this way. May no European, 
however, die in this way! 

15. The Basumat of the 9th March says that according to the Tripura 

Overwork in the Brshmanbaria ~/?@4#84¢ newspaper the criminal and executive 
subdivision of the ‘lippera dis- Work of the Brahmanberia subdivision in the 
wlohe Tippera district has become too heavy for a single 
officer. And though the present Subdivisional Officer, Babu Sasi Sekhar Datta, 
is an able and hard-working officer, he can scarcely cope with it, The 
ga should ask the Government to appoint. a second officer to the sub- 

16. Referring to the fine of Rs. 25, which was inflicted by Nawab Syed 

The punishment of Sew Bux. Ameer Hossein on the man Sew Bux, who w8 

charged with obstructing some municipal employ 


Passes for fire-arms in Dacca. 


( im ) 


i their duty in connection with the disinfection of premises 
N ee Oaee y Rae asf a death from plague had occurred, the same 
paper observes that the object of the Magistrate in punishing this man was, 
no doubt, to deter others by his exam ple. And so far the es was 
perfectl right. But will fear of such punishment deter men, whose cit 
is at ihe, from laying violent hands on public servants who do not act ir 
discrimination ? When in a plague people begin to be hopeless about their 


lives, they are likely to become very sensitive about their honour. 


(d)— Education. 


17. The Chinsura Vartavaha of the 26th February writes as follows :— 
Much good is expected from the rule of an 

Lord Curzon’s Convocation ad- gdministrator of Lord Curzon’s largeheartedness 
dress. and independence. There are many defects to be 
rectified, many wants to be removed, many mistakes to be corrected in every 
department of the State, and none but an im artial, wise, experienced, far- 
sighted and liberal-minded ruler can be expected to bring about all these neces- 
sary reforms in the administration. As a rule, those who are entrusted with 
the supreme control of State affairs in this country generally pass their or 
with listless indifference, They show no sympathy with the people, they take 
no steps to promote their welfare. Somehow or other they serve out the term 
of their office and go away. when that term comes to anend. Most of the 
Viceroys who have, up to this time, ruled this country have thoaght their duty 
done by receiving addresses and patronising this society and that. ‘They have 
heen, at the outset, loud in their promise of good government, but in the end 
they have left the country, leaving all the hopes of the people unfulfilled, all 
their best expectations blighted. To tell the truth, hollow words opened and 
closed their administrations. It is a great satisfaction, however, that Lord 
Curzon is not gving to follow in the steps of these Viceroys. In this country, 
he has not only to learn, but alsu to teach—to correct our faults, to remove our 
wants. 

Lord Curzon’s predecessors, in their public speeches and replies to 
addresses, did nothing beyond expressing their thanks and satisfaction. Lord 
Curzon, however, is not the man to be satisfied with mere words. His speeches 
have not only pleased but also instructed the public. He has not, where 
necessary, failed to give us good advice and point out our faults and short- 
comings, suggesting at the same time the means of removing them. 

_ It 1s quite clear from Lord Curzon’s replies to the addresses he has re- 
ceived and from the speech he delivered on the occasion of the Convocation of 
the Calcutta University, tinat he is a sincere well-wisher of the people of India. 
In his Convocation address he gave us friendly advice and proposed to intro- 
duce necessary reforms in the Education Department. No other Viceroy, as 
Chancellor of the Calcutta University, has been known to speak so sincerely 
and feelingly about Indian education and educated Indians. 

Lord Curzon pointed out many defects in our educational system and 
advised the Senate to rectify those defects, himself promising to help in their 
rectification. Lord Curzon’s Convocation speech gave great satisfaction to the 
people, inasmuch as it not only told us what our defects are, but also showed 
us the way to rectify them. The European officials and newspaper editors in 
this country never tire of pointing out our defects and magnifying our faults. 


They never cease maligning our character and 
and making fun of our faults, 
Let them follow Lord Curzon’s example. . ‘ ' 


18. ‘The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 28th February asks Lord Curzon to 
Mining ead clettlc eciue. Oe why native boys do not take advantage of 
ing in the Sibpur College. the training in mining engineering and electric 
ee ae ear engiveering which, his Lordship said, is given in 
nat Pp i -ngmeering College. The writer has. ascertained that, as regards 
: tH is “camsiaes J there is no regular class in the college to teach that 
ubject. I'he arrangement for teaching it is that if the boy who stands first 


in the final engineering examination each year, or, failing him, if the second boy, 


but no one else, chooses to be a mini is traini 
ining engineer, he will get his training in 
some mine for a year and a-half. It would, indeed, be difficult to believe that, if 
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proper facilities for training up young men as mining engineers did exist, 


candidates for entering that lucrative profession should not be forthcoming 


in hard times like the present. 
His Excellency should enquire and learn what arrangement exists in the 
Sibpur College for training electric engineers. 


19. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar of the 3rd March says that though the Centra] 
Text-Book Committee uow cuntains a larger 
The Minis melee < the number of Musalman members than before, the 
en oe 3 Musalman community derives no benefit from this 
circumstance, a8 is clear from the text-books which are sometimes selected, 
and which are quite unsuitable for Musalman boys. The Vusalman members 
seem never to take the trouble of going through the books which are selected ; 
or they would not allow the selection of a text-book like Pandit Ramgati Nyaya- 
ratna’s History of India, which has been selected as a text-book for the Burdwan 
Circle, and which at page 43, Chapter IX, contains matter which is objection- 
able to Musalmans. ‘I'he truth is that the appointment of neither title-holding 
Musalman toadies of Government, nor of Mu:almans who have received a purely 
English education and know nothing of Bengali, as members of the Text- 
Book Committee, will serve the interests of Musalman education. A certain 
Musalman member of the Committee was asked to express his opinion on a 
Bengali version of the Persian work Zelekha, but he returned the book saying 
that he did not know Bengali. 


It would best serve the cause of Musalman education if only Musalman 
educational officers were appointed Musalman members of the Text-Book 
Committee. 


(e‘\—Loe il Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


20. The Som Prakash of the 6th February complains that though the 
? residents of the native quarters of Calcutta pay 
Munietpslity against the Calcutta yrategas much as the residents of the European 
pois uarters, the native quarters of the town are 
neither so well lighted or watered nor so carefully cleansed as the European 
quarters. The scavenging of the native quarters is performed in a most 
perfunctory manner. The refuse and sweepings are removed only once in the 
course of a day, and this removal is effected in such a careless fashion that the 
filth collected in one place is scattered all along the street through which the 
scavenger’s cart passes. As for watering, the writer has noticed that Guru 
Prasad Chaudhuri’s Lane, Sankar Ghose’s Street, Raghu Nath Chatterji’s Street 
and Sib Narain Dass’s Lane in Ward IV have not received a drop of water for 
the last four or five months. 


21. The Sanjivani of the 4th March writes as follows:— 
The Chairman of the Calcutta Municipality 
as oan _onbancement of has proposed to raise the municipal rates from 194 
to 205 per cent. This will increase the annua 
revenue by 2 lakhs. But this 1s not all. A tax is to be levied for the main- 
tenance of the Fire Brigade, and cycles and itinerant hawkers are to be taxed. 
It was Sir Henry Harrison who abolished the tax on hawkers, because it 
proved to be a source of police oppression. Tle Chairman has also proposed 
to curtail expenditure on conservancy and roads by giving drain connection to 
privies and unfiltered water to every lane. All these efforts to make the two 
ends meet will not, however, be successful so long as no steps are taken to put 
a stop to the misappropriation and waste of public money by the municipal 
employés. , 

The present municipal taxation has already proved too heavy for the 
rate-payers, and they will not be able to bear more. Chairmen have always 
been in favour of raising the municipal rates, but the Commissioners heve 
always cowe to the rescue of the rate-payers. Europeans, who contribute very 
little to the Municipal Fund, are naturally anxious to enhance municipal rates, 


and if the new Municipal Bill is passed, the Chairman and the Europeaa Com- 
missioners will have things their own way. 


[ ae 3 


(f)— Questions affecting the land. 


92, The Basumati of the 9th March has the following about the absen- 

; teeism of landlords in Bengal :— 
The cause of the absenteeism of What inducement is there for the zamindars 
zamindare. to live in their pee pry i pie law here the 
1] but destroved the old relation of father and son between 
- a ae his raiyat. Besides, living in his mufassal residence the 
zamindar has to meet multifarious demands of the police, gets involved in 
trouble on the occurrence of a riot anywhere in his zamindari, and has to part 
with peace and rest in supplying eatables and other things for a touring Magis- 
trate. But life in Calcutta is for him a life of ease, free from care or anxiety. 
His naibs manage his zamindari, pay the Government revenue, and duly send 
him money. A rich man seeks either pleasure and luxury or honour and power. 
In his waliaell home the zamindar can now-a-days exercise no power and can 
hardly keep up his honour. In Calcutta he can have his full measure of 


luxury and pleasure. 


(7)—Ratlways and communicat ons, including canals and irrigation. 


23. A correspondent of the Hitavadt of the 3rd March comp!ains that the 
passengers travelling by the Diemand Harbour 
Section of the Eastern Bengal State Railway have to 
suffer great hardship and inconvenience. The carriages badly want repair, and 
passengers are not provided with sufficient accommodation. The trains are 
generally overcrowded, and the local trains, especially the morning and the 
evening train, are filled to suffocation. The railway authorities disregard the 
complaints of the passengers. 


A railway complaint. | 


(h)— General, 


21: The Burdwan Sanjivant of the 28th February heartily thanks Sir John 
Woodburn for his kind and sympathetic plague 
Sir John Woodburn’s plague policy. Everybody must die, sooner or later. No 
satisin one can escape the clutches of death. . But what 
everybody longs for is that he may be surrounded by his friends and _ relations 
when death casts its shadow upon him. It is a matter for congratulation that 
Sir John will deprive none of the fulfilment of this last desire of man on 
earth. 
25. The Pallivast of the 1st Merch thinks that Mr. Fisher, Officia- 
, ting Magistrate of Burdwan, should not be made a 
ae. of Wr. District Judge, nor should Mr. Foley, Under Secre- 
isher and M-. Foley. ’ on. 
tary to the Government of Bengal, be put in 
Mr. Fisher’s place. A raw youth of unformed character like Mr. Fisher 
ought not to be elevated to the responsible position of a District Judge, who is 
looked up to for redress even against the District Magistrate. The District 
Judge has to try important civil suits and pass sentences of hanging and trans- 
portation. It will not be possible for an officer who has not earned a good 
name as a District Magistrate to make a good District Judge. 
As for Mr Foley, he entered the Civil Service in 1893, and, so far as the 
writer remembers, has never worked in a district. An officer like him should 


not be suddenly raised to the Magistrateship of an advanced district like 
Burdwan. 


26. The Hitavadi of the 3rd March has the following :— 


‘T'here has been a re-appearance of the plague 

1 Te ceemenenes & Se rent 5, Calcutta, but let not ha cause any sey or 
anxiety in anybody’s mind. Of diseases there are 

many in Calcutta— cholera and small-pox and what not? Let plague be added 
to the number; but let no one fear. Thanks to the Lieutenant-Governor, 
there is no fear of forcible segregation this year. ‘he rules regarding segre- 
gation have been considerably modified.” After carefully considering all 
circumstances, our kindhearted Lieutenant-Governor has come to the conclu- 


sion that it is impossible to create any confidence in the minds of the 
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ignorant and poorer classes without granting them the privilege of home ~ 


segregation. Isolation in a public plague hospital, or segregation in a family 
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or caste hospital, is not, as plague measures, quite satisfactory. It is, more. 
over, useless to try to induce the illiterate and superstitious masses to go to a 
segregation hospital. The Lieutenant-Governor has understood this very well 
and has, under Lord Curzon, made much more satisfactory arrangements for 
segregation than he could last year, under Lord Elgin. Last year the upper 
classes were granted the privilege of home segiega‘ion, © This year the same 
privilege has been extended to the poorer classes. This is what the Lieuten- 
ant-(Jovernor says in his new Plague Resolution :— 

‘The Lieutenant-Governor is, therefore, of opinion that measures must be 
taken to apply in the case of the poorer classes also the system which has go 
far worked well in respect of classes higher in the social scale. In future no 
person shall be removed to a public hospital under Rule 46 of Plague Regula- 
tion No. 9, without his consent, provided that sui.able arrangements are made 
fur the treatment of the case at home. If there is any ward, caste, or family 
hospital for admission to which he is eligible and to which he is willing to g0, 
he may be moved thither. If there is no such hospital available, an endeavour 
should be made to explain to the patient or his friends the advantages which 
he would obtain in a public hospital in respect of treatment, attendance and 
surroundings, But if, notwithstanding this, he still prefers to be treated at his 
own home, arrangements shall be made to adapt the latter for the purposes of 
a private isolation hospital. The other inmates, except such as are in attend- 
ance on the patient, should be induced to remove elsewhere. Medicines and 
medical attendance should be provided free of cost.” 

The Government has done its duty: let us now do ours. It should now 
be our duty to remove all false impressions from the public mind; to try, by 
advice and instruction, to prevent the lower cla-ses from being thrown into a 
panic; to see that proper arrangements are made for the medical treatment 
and nursing of plague patients among the poorer classes and the mainte- 
nance of cleanliness in their midst. ‘I'he plague is likely to be prevalent 
among the poorer classes, and we ought to see that, out of unreasonable fear 
or panic, they do not try to conceal plague cas-s, and thereby do great harm to 
the entire community. 

It is our conviction that the plague will not spread in Calcutta, and we 
hope to soon drive it out of our town. We have no doubt that Hindus and 
Musalmans—in fact all Indians, without any distinction of creed or colour— 
will co-operate with the authorities in stamping out the disease. 

27. The same paper writes as follows :— 


RE Cee The time for the Simla exodus is fast ap- 
proaching. This Simla exodus will, as it every 
ear does, cause the waste of a good deal of public money. We have no 
objection to European ladies and gentlemen escaping from the hot climate 
of Calcutta and enjoying themselves on the cool heights of Simla. It 
is to their enjoying themselves so luxuriously at the public cost that we 
strongly object. The Government never tires of proposing the curtailment 
of this and that necessary expenditure, but it never proposes to put a stop to 
this Simla exodus which costs the public exchequer lakhs of rupees every year. 
There is an eternal want of money in the public exchequer, and still no 
attempt is made to put a stop to the waste of money which is going on in all 
directions. Even the poor man’s salt is heavily taxed, and still the costly 
annual exodus to Simla is not given up. There was a time, however, when 
the exodus to Simla was not so costly as at present. In those days the Viceroy 
alone used to go to Simla, leaving the charge of his Council in the hands of 
the chief member and conducting the State affairs from Simla in consultation 
with him. Of late it has become the practice with the Government to make 
all — Secretariat offices go to Simla, which has made the exodus so costly 
an affair. 

We appeal to Lord Curzon to curtail the expenditure on the Simla 
exodus. Let His Excellency at least consider whether it is after all so very 
necessary to make the Secretariat offices follow the Viceroy to Simla. 

28. The Bangavasi of the 4th March has the following with reference to 

The Plague Resolution. the Lieutenant-Governor’s new Plague Resolution:— 
ee - Do not fly—do not fly away with your wives 

dren, as you did last year, plunging the metropolis into gloom. The 
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t vear drove you out of Calcutta does not exist this year. 
Tha: eg ren 9 no hh fear Jast year just as there 1s no cause for 
fear this year. But last year you feared that you might be forcibly removed 
to plague hospitals, that your women might be subjected to insulting exami- 
nations, that children might be forcibly carried off from the arms of their 
mothers, and husbands from the arms of their wives, and confined in plague 
hospitals, in strange places, that 18, in places where there would be no friends 
to console them. But you need have no such fear this yeur. The Lieutenant- 
Governor has re-assured the public in his new Plague Resolution, in which it has 
gen proposed to take precautions against the plague, far less stringent than 
those which were adopted last year. In our opinion, such considerate and 
lenient plague measures would not have been taken if Lord Curzon and Sir 
John Woodburn had not been at the head of affairs. 
29. The Sanjivani of the 4th March writes as follows :— 
| It is widely rumoured that Lord Curzon 1s 
The style of Lord Curzon’s glready acting independently of his Secretaries. 
_ He does not depend upon his subordinates for any 
information, but tries to get it direct from the office concerned. All the offices 
under the Government of india have been provided with telephonic communi- 
cation with the Viceregal Palace. The Viceroy holds direct communication 
with these offices, and occasionally inspects them. Lately, he was very much 
dissatisfied with the worn-out furniture of some of these offices and ordered 
them to get new furniture. The excuse of want of money was put forward, 
but was not heard. Lord Curzon’s independence seems to have caused a flutter 
in the official dovecote. If the Viceroy goes On in this way, seeing things 
with his own eyes, and hearing things with his own ears, he 1s sure to confer 
great goud on the people. 
80. ‘The Chinsura Vurtavaha of the 5th March complains that the new 
; Examiner of Army Clothing is working his subor- 
PR ME Hxaminer of Army dinates very hard. They are made to work till 
10 and 11 p.m. in order to clear arrears. This is 
no doubt great highhandedness. Extra men should be appointed to clear off 
arrears. ‘The poor clerks are never encouraged with a promotion, the vacan- 
cies in the office being invariably filled up by outsiders, and it is not just and 
equitable that they should be made to work so hard. It is hoped that the 
Controller of Military Accounts will take the case of these poor clerks into 
his favourable consideration. 
31, The Nusrat-ul-Lslam of the 6th March draws the Lieutenant-Governor's 
eek aeons Yl : attention to the system of quarantine in force at 
Chaksadharete. ton at Vhausa an? §Chausa and Chakradharpur, where the officers 
in charge often behave unjustly towards the poor 
passengers who are frequently delayed in these places on the pretext of illness, 
although they are in reality as sound in health as anyone could be expected 
to be. It is hoped that the Lieutenant-Governor, who is always kind to his 
poor subjects, will he pleased to make some arrangements in Calcutta for 
the examination of men going up, and for the granting of certificates to such 
of them as are in good health, so that they may not be put to the inconvenience 
of being detained on the way. 


32. The Basumati of sine, Oh March regrets that Babu Nagendro Nath 
ae : lukherjl, a junior Deputy Magistrate in the 

Co n i ; 
actraticls Guirgeeti@n "7th grade, snd who could not be promoted 


_ _. before on account of his not having passed the 
departmental examination, has been lately carried over the heads of 21 


officers, all his seniors. 
Government is algo doing injustice by giving Kushtia, Ranaghat, Meher- 


pur and Chuadanga only to European officers, Does Government mean to 
please the indigo-planters ? 


33. The same paper writes as follows— 


So long the f the Secretary to the G : 
cee ee g the pay of the Secretary to the Govern 
the ‘Gestinless beg ha fis inthe ment of India, in the Legislative Department, has 
Legislative Department. been Rs. 3,500. The Secretary of State has now 


: ay qe... Ordered it to be raised to Rs. 4,000. This is cer- 
tainly good ; you will divide and distribute your wealth among your able officers, 


SaNJIVANI, 
March 4th, 1099. 


CHINSURA 
VaRTaVaHa, 


March 5th, 1899. 


NvusRatT-UL-IsLam, 
March 6th, 1899. 


BasuMATI, 
March. 9th, 1899, 


BasUMaTi. 


( 176 ) 


and who are we to object? Well, do anything you like for yourselves, only do 
not turn away your face and plead poverty wheu we are parched with thirst and 
ask you, with tears in our eyes, to give us water. See also that you do not, 
when our houses are washed away by floods, bid us live under trees be. 
cause, forsooth, you have no money to give us to re-construct our houses, 


Il ].—LEGIs.aTIvis. 


BURDWAN SANJIVaM!, 34. The Burdwan Sanjiveni of the 23th February says that, though the 
Feb. 28th, 1899. object of Government in proposing the amend- 
PEs amendment of the Contract went of the Contract Act was to do good to the 
people, the form in which that amendment has 
been effected is not such that that object can be expected tv be fulfilled. 
The Act prescribes no rate of interest which the creditor can lawfully realise 
from his debtor. The rate of intere-t will be entirely a matter of agreement 
between the creditor and the debtor, provided only that if the creditor, taking 
undue advantage of the debtor’s ignorance, gets him to agree to an unusually 
high rate, he will not get a decree for interest at that rate, but will get only such 
interest as to the court may seem proper. This provision will not much 
benefit poor debtors. For they will not be able to avoid the exactions of the 
mahujans without seeking the protection of the courts, and how many of them 
will be in a position to do this? Considering the costliness of litigation, 
it will be better for poor debtors to satisfy their mahajans than pour money 
into the pockets of pleaders and mukhtars, Poor debtors would have bene- 
fited, if the Legislature had fixed a rate of interes{: which could not be exceeded 
in a court of justice. If the Government means to relieve poor raiyats from 
the exactions of mahajans, it should establish agricultural banks itself or 
encourage private parties to establish such banks. 


— Sanarvant, 35. The Sanjivani of the 4th March has the following: — 

March 4tb, 1599. iii niin Meetings have been held almost in all wards 
e Calcutta Municipa’ © of Calcutta to protest against the Calcutta Muni- 
cipal Bill. People who never before took part in political agitation are 
o.enly protesting against this measure. The British Indian Association at 
first hesitated to openly protest against the Bill, but has now made up its mind 
to oppose it, anu the Hindoo Patriot, which wrote against the protest meeting at 
the ‘own Hall, is now writing against the Bill. ‘’hose who never helped any 
pol.tical movement with money are wiilingly paying large sums of money tv 

help this movement against the Calcutta Municipal Bill. 


Neither the Government nor the official organs have as yet been able to 

refute the arguments put forward against the proposed measure. The pam- 
phlets on the subject written by Mr. N. Ghosh, Babu Nalin Bihari Sarkar and 
Babu Manmath Nath Datta still remain unanswered. We learn that Mr. 
Ghosh’s pamphlet proved so convincing to Sir Henry Fowler that he was 
obliged to protest against the Bill. Sir Henry Fowler, though a Liberal by 
‘pichaegae has so far never supported any liberal mensure on behalf of the 
ndian people, and has often supported Lord George Hamilton in his efforts 
to do harm to India. Sir Henry Fowler would not have protested against the 
Bill if he had not been convinced that it would prove extremely injurious to 
Indian interests. It is our firm conviction that if Lord Curzon goes through 
the Bill, he will be convinced of its harmful character. : 

The Bill proposes to hand over the management of municipal affairs to 
a General Committee consisting of 12 members, of whom four are to be 
elected by the Commissioners, four are to be returned by the IEuropean 

xerchants and shop-keepers, and four are to be nominated by the Government. 
The Government and the European merchants contribute very little to the 
Munipal Fund, but it is they who are going to be made supreme in the com- 
mittee of management. The Hindu rate-payers pay twice as much as the 
Government, the Port Commissioners, and the European, Musalman and other 
rate-payers put together. The Hindu rate-payers also own landed property 
twice as much in value as that owned by rate-payors of other nationalibies 
The landed property in Calcutta is valued at Rs. 2,10,56,689, of which. the 
Hindus ow as much &S Rs. 1 ,27,17,433, the Government and the Port Com- 
missioners lis, 32,10,015, Europeans Lis. 26,538,201, the Musalmans Rs. 14,41,894, 
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the Jews and Armenians Re. 9,21,312, and others Rs. 1,07,834. The following 
table shows that the Hindu rate-payers pay twice as much as all other rate- 


payers put together :-— 


Owner's 
share. 


Rs. 
Hindus : eee we» 12,67,245 


Europeans and Eurasians sab ae 
te and Port Commissioners soe =» -,64,, 057 


Musalmans ve ose oe 1,33,103 
Jews and Armenians sai ; 82529 
Other communities ob ‘oe 7,976 


It also appears that Rs. 5,87,005 is raised by taxing the professions, 
carriages, carts and horses. Of this amount, only Rs. 1,07,421 is paid by 
Europeans and Eurasians. It is thus quite clear that Hindus are entitled to no 
less than half the seats in the General Committee and the Europeans to onl 
one-fifth of the seats, The proposed arrangements, therefore, are undoubtedly 
unjust and improper. ' 

The Government has made excellent rules for the election of members 
for the Legislative Councils. Similar rules ought to be framed for the election 
of members for the General Committee of the Corporation. A Municipal 
Commiss onership is neither a more honoured nor a more responsible office than 
the membership of a Legislative Council, and we fail to understand why similar 
rules should not be enforced in the case of both. 

36, The Lacca Prakash of the 5th March has the following :— 

The provisions of Act VIII of 1885, relating 
Provisions of the Tenancy Act to settlement of rent, are very bad. Under those 
relating to settlement of rent. . ; 
provisions a raiyat may be ordered by a law court, 
misled by false evidence, to pay more as rent than the entire yield of his lands, 
or a raiyat may enjoy the profits of land belosging to another without paying 
any rent at all, or by paying only a nominal rent. In the course of the 
evidence which was given by tbe witnesses for the prosecution in the Bhawal 
murder case, it transpired that, while Mr. Alexander used to take Rs, 6 to Rs. 7 
per bigah as rent from his raiyats, lands situated near his lands, but belonging 
to the owners of the ¢jmal mahal, did not fetch even 8 annas per bigah. 
It is needless to say that one of the causes of the murder of Mr. Alexander was 
the rack-renting of his raiyats. ‘The zamindar was murdered for rack-renting 
his raiyats, and instances are not rare in which powerful zamindars kill raiyats 
unwilling to pay the rent which is demanded. Is it proper for the Government 
to remain indifferent in a matter fraught with such serious consequences ? 

Under Hindu rule, the rent of land was assessed at one-sixth its produce. 
Under the Musalman rulers too there wasa limit to the rent of al which 
never exceeded one-third of the produce. Is it impossible, under British rule, 


to fix similar limits upon the rent of land? Suppose provisions like the 
following are inserted in the rent law:— ; 


The rent of land shall never exceed one-third of the produce of the land, 
nor shall it be less than one-sixth of the produce. Ifthe Collector in any case 
comes to know, on the application of either the zamindar or the raiyut, that the 


raiyat does nct pay as rent even one-sixth of the value of the produce, or that 


the zamindar exacts as rent more than one-third of the produce, then the 
Collector shall, at the cost of the applicant, issue a notice upon the other party 
requiring him to answer the complaint. And on the date specified, or on some 
subsequent date to which the case may be adjourned, the Collector shall receive 
and consider the evidence which is adduced by the parties, and fix a fair and 
equitable rent, not exceeding one-third the value of the produce and not less 
than one-sixth of it. If the evidence adduced by one party is questioned by 
the other, the Collector shall, at the cost of the objecting party, appoint a trust- 
worthy officer to inspect the quality of the land and take down the evidence of 
the neighbours on the spot as to its capability. If it appears, however, that the 
i raiyats have combined to baffle justice by giving false evidence, 
- and shall be inspected by such officer while under crop and its capability 

rectly ascertained by him. The rent fixed in this manner shall undergo 
no increase or ducrease (except on the ground of an increase or. decrease of 


Dacca PRAKASH, 
March 5th, 18%. 
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Carmsora, 
VarTaVaHa, 
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the quantity of the land) within 15 years. The Collector in the course of hig 
tours should everywhere caréfully enquire/ about the rents which are paid and 
demanded, and must satisfy himself that in no case a ralyat pays less es One- 
sixth, or a zamindar receives more than one-third of the value of the produce of 
the land. Everybody will be satisfied if the above suggestions are carried ont. 
They will secure larger incomes to the zamindars, and please the raiyats by 
effecting a uniformity vf the rent-rate. If the rent which a raiyat pays is go 
jow that its sudden enhancement would be a severe hardship to him, fyl] 
enhancement may be effected by three or four instalments in the course of ag 
many years. If it is feared that the assessment of rent on the produce standard 
may induce raiyats not to fully cultivate their lands in the year in which their 
rents are to be assessed, the Collector may be empowered to fix ront on the 
produce standard, not of one year, but of a certain number of years. 

Under the existing law, a zamindar cannot expect to get fair and equitable 
rent from his raiyat. ‘To seek to have such rent fixed by the law courtg 
under sections 27 to 38 of the Tenancy Act is like attempting to grow rich by 
gambling where both gamblers are equally clever srs. ‘There is no know. 
ing what data may lead a court to what finding. he court itself does not 
know, so long as its final order is not signed and passed, what that order will 
be. ‘The writer knows of a case in which the decree contained orders entirely 
different from what was indicated in the judgment. It is, in fact, almost 
impossible to get a fair rent fixed by the assistance of the law courts. But 
even if the zamindar succeeds in getting such rent fixed, the cost of the suit 
will more than counterbalance the benefit that can be derived from it. The 
Administration Report of the Dacca Division for 1893-94 shows that the rent 
of land in that Division is on an average only 5°48 per cent. of the value of 
the produce. The zamindars abide by this rate because they have no alter- 
native but sticking to it. They consider litigation a ruinous affair, and 
therefore oe accept rent at rates fixed 30 or 40 years ago, when the 
produce was only one-fourth its present value. If rent were allowed to be 
increased in proportion to the increase in the values of produce, then in the 
Dacca district alone the total rent realised by zamindars would increase from 27 
lakhs to upwards of a crore of rupees, and the cesses realised by Government 
would rise from 2 to 8 Jakhs. Enhancement of rent in the permanentl 
settled estates will also enable Government to enhance rents in the khas mahals 
But it is the Tenancy Act which stands in the way of all these improvements 
and is bringing ruin upon old zamindar families. 


VI.—MIsceLLaneovs. 


3¢. The Senjivani of the 4th March writes as follows: — 


Lord Curzon is truly a close observer.. Lord 
Elgin committed a great error when he regarded 
us as disloyal and seditious. He was blind and 
did not possess that keen insight which enables a man to ccrrectly read human 
nature, He dreamt of sedition and treason and did many things dreadful. 
Lord. Curzon is a man of a different type. He possesses a keen sight and the 
power of close observation ; he can easily understand human nature. He has 
not yet been able to mix with the people of other provinces, but he has had 
the occasion to mix with many Bengali gentlemen, and from his acquaintance 
with them, he has come to the conclusion that Bengalis are highly intelligent, 
but never disloyal. It is rumoured that Lord Curzon has conveyed his opiaion 
of the Bengalis to the Secretary of State. If this rumour is true, the new 
Viceroy has removed an unmerited slur from the Bengali character. 

38. The Chinsura Vartavaha of the 5th March has the following :— 


er sk What is the cause of Lord Curzon’s growing . 

augpe popularity? It is his determination to see every- 
thing with his own eyes and not to depend upon his Secretaries for inform® 
tion—his determination not to be a helpless tool in the hands of his advisers. 
Lord Curzon is a man of boundless resources and keen ‘intelligence. He has 
made up his mind to remove the misery of his subjects and redress their 
grievances. May his wish be fulfilled! “We repeat what we have said over 


Lord Curzon’s defence of the 
Bengali character. 
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-. under Lord Gurzon’s rule the Indian people will live in peace 
at boii and the whole country will be filled with his fame. He has 
Salk sympathy with his subjects, and he seems to be trying heart and soul 

mote their welfare. All Viceroys start with the resolution of doing 
ys it the Indian people, but the do not stick to their resolution to the last. 
Not 0 Lord Curzon. He is a good soul and his is a generous heart, and there 
a difference between his inside and his outside—there is no hypocrisy 
bout him. To tell the truth, we admire Lord Curzon for his good and noble 
qualities and we fear no evil during his rule; but fato has always been against 
us, and we should not be too sanguine about es ge But Lord Curzon is not 
like other Viceroys and we believe that his rule will not end like theirs. The 
advent and the retirement of a Viceroy are roclaimed by the firing of guns, 
and in the case of most Viceroys, people know nothing about them except 
their salutes. But Lord Curzon is sure to leave something more solid behind. 
He knows how to impartially rule the country, and no one can easily deceive 
him, Whenever any question is put to him for consideration, he devotes his 
whole energy and attention to a thorough and minute study thereof. He 
never passes his decision without sifting a question to its bottom. 


Uriva PAPERS. 


39. The Sambalpur Hitaishint of the 28th December is sorry to find 

that the raiyats of the Khurda khas mahal in the 

The raiyats of the Khurda khas Puri district have just grounds for complaint, so 

icin aed casera far as the settlement of their lands is concerned, 

and hopes that His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor will be good enough to 
pay proper attention to the petition of objection that they have filed. 


40. The Utkaldipika of the 3lst December regrets to learn that certain 

2 Goverment officers in the Cuttack town made their 

ton reing the amis in Cuttack amla work during the last Christmas holidays, 
as though the Commissioner and the Collector had 

left the station to enjoy their holiday elsewhere and that this was done, 
though there was no urgent work warranting such an inconvenient and cruel 
procedure. The writer is of opinion that this system can never conduce to 


the growth of efficiency among amla, to secure which public holidays were 
granted. 


41, Referring to the inspection of the Commissioner’s office building in 

_ Cuttack by His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor 

Ce new house, for the Orissa of Bengal, the same paper observes that it is 

dangerous to hold the office in that house, as it has 

been declared unfit for such occupation by the professional advisers of Govern- 

ment, ‘I'he writer is of opinion that if Government decides to sell the present 

house and build a new house elsewhere, the new house should be built some- 

where near the Cuttack Collectorate, as that would be very convenient both 

to the public and the amla. The writer states that the proposal of building. 

the house at Idga should not be entertained for a single moment, as Idga is 

far off from the centre of the population, has a slaughter-house, a burning and 
a burial ground in its midst, and is objectionable in other ways. 


42, Referring to the annual grant of Rs. 400 which His Honour the 


Ws icainelilie tiie Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal has sanctioned for 
the repairs of the Bhuvaneswar temple, the same 

paper points out that the temple authorities can spare another Rs, 400 for 
the same purpose every year out of the income of the temple property. An 
annual sum of Rs. 800 is as it were a drop in the oéean, for the repairs, in 


order to be thorough, must cost lakhs of 
by the help of the charitable Hindu ve gy Pe er oy ee secured 


43. The Sambalpur ry og hy pe 4th January and the U¢tkaldipika 

The or the /th January express great regret at the 
bhanga. ate Mehereis of Dar- rage Sir pod Ge sate Sin h, es the 
; ate Maharaja of Darbhanga, and hope that his 
brother, who has succeeded to his property, will follow in the footsteps of his 
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elder brother and prove himself useful to his countrymen by his ability and 
virtues. | 
lial all 44, In giving a short sketch of the life of His Excellency the Viceroy 
NavasaMvan. and Governor-General of India, the Uriya ang 
Jan, 11th, 1899, Lord Curzon. Navasamvad of the 11th January hopes that Lord 
Curzon will mark his career by the inauguration of a new policy, where 
sympathy and vigour may both be combined in dealing with the several public 


questions of the day. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengali Translator. 
Benoa! TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 
The 11th March 1899. 
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